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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on September 29, 2006 is 
in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a/ in claim 1, line 9, it is not clear "said light" referred to which light recited 
previously (i.e., a light emitted from an optical probe or a light emitted by the device 
under test). 

b/ claims 2-10 are objected since they depend on objected base claim. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Low 
(U.S.P. 6,515,494). 
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As to claim 1 , Low discloses, in Fig. 8, a probe station (80) for testing a device 
under test (64), said probe station (80) comprising a first platen (86 or probe card 18) 
supporting an electrical probe (20) engageable with a first surface (upper surface) of 
said device under test (64); a chuck (46) supporting said device under test (64); a 
second platen (98) having a top surface (upper surface) supporting thereon an optical 
probe (50) to emit light (infrared light) for impingement on said device under test (64) 
and, alternatively, to detect light (infrared emission from the device under test) emitted 
by said device under test (64), "said light" propagating on an axis (see lights illustrate as 
dash lines) not substantially normal to said first surface (upper surface); said first platen 
(86) positioned above said second platen (98) and above said device under test (64); at 
least 70% of the top surface of said second platen (98) terminating in free space when 
said optical probe (50) is not supported thereon. 

As to claims 2 and 4-6, Low discloses in Fig. 8, at least 80%, 85%, 90%, and 
95% of the top surface of said second platen (98) terminating in free space when said 
optical probe (50) is not supported thereon. 

As to claim 3, Low discloses in Fig. 8, said first platen (86 or probe card 18) is 
supported for movement relative to said second platen (98). 

As to claim 7, Low discloses in Fig. 8, said second platen (98) has a greater top 
surface area than said first platen (86 or probe card 18). 

As to claim 8, Low discloses in Fig. 8, said second platen (98) has a smaller top 
surface area than said first platen (86 or probe card 18). 
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As to claim 9, Low discloses in Fig. 8, said second platen (98) has the same 
surface area as said first platen (86 or probe card 18). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Communication 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh N. Tang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1971. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ha T. Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-1678. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MINHNHUTTANG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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